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1. French views on Halian coloples--US Ambassader Bruce
in Paris, in commenting on the French attitode toward the

Italian colonles guestion, expresses his belief that it is
“Musory’’ to hope for French support in the Ceneral
Assembly of any formula granting Libya independence
within a two or three year period. Bruce points cut that
the French, fearing repercussions in French Novth Africa:
{n) sirongly oppose a nnited Libya under the Senussi, whose
religlous influence they fear; (b) are only slightly less con-
cerned over early independence for Tripolitania; and

{c) might “‘resign’’ themselves to Cyrenaican independence
i Tripolitania could serve as an insulating cushion between
Cyrenalea and Tunisia,

Byrues stresses the advantsges of attempting {0

delay independence, at least for Tripolitaniz, in return for

L conerete French assurances to use the time thus gained
in preparing French North Africa for ‘‘something approach-
ing dominion status.”’ According to Bruce, such a proposal,
by permitting a ‘‘parallel evolution” of the various compo-
nents of North Afries, would provids the best means of solv-
g the avea’s basic problem of nationalism, Brace points
out, however, that it would be useless to approazh the French
with anything less than a ten-year transition period.
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